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! rabuddha 



Arise! Awake! 

And stop not till the Goal is reached 
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The Divine Message 

A HYMN TO THE DIVINE MOTHER 
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O Thou most beautiful! Whose holy hands 
Hold pleasure and hold pain! Doer of good! 
Who art Thou ? The water of existence 
By Thee is whirled and tossed in mighty 

waves. 



Is it, O Mother, to restore again 

This universe’s broken harmony 

That Thou, without cessation, art at work ? 
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Is it inherent nature ? Something uncreate ? 
Or Destiny ? Some unforeseen result ? — 
Who lacking nothing, is accountable. 

Whose chain of will, untrammelled, grasps 

the laws. 

May She, the Primal Guide, my shelter be ! 



To friend and foe Thy lotus-eyes are even ; 
Ever Thine animating touch brings fruit 
To fortunate and unfortunate alike ; 

The shade of death and immortality — 

Both these, O Mother, are Thy grace 

Supreme ! 

Mother Supreme ! Oh, may Thy gracious face 
Never be turned away from me. Thy child! 
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She who, since birth, has ever led me on 
Through paths of trouble to perfection’s goal. 
Mother-wise, in Her own sweet playful ways. 
She, who has always through my life inspired 
My understanding. She, my Mother, She, 
The All, is my resort, whether my work 
O’erfiow with full fruition or with none. 

by Swami Vivekananda. 
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□ MOTHER, IMMANENT AND TRANSCENDENTAL is this month’s EDITORIAL. At 

the end of September begins the worship festival of Sri Sri Durga Puja. Mother 
Durga will come from Her ancient Himalayan abode at Mt. Kailas in mid- 
month. Her arrival permeates and purifies the whole atmosphere in the land 
of Bharata, where She is received with honour and love. May She bestow 
spiritual Peace and Prosperity on all. 

□ Rev. Anthony Elenjimittam is a liberal thinker and prolific writer. He 
reminds Indians in his article, India, lose not thy soul, of their rich and 
lofty heritage, and cautions that it may be lost in the new-fashioned consu- 
merism mentality which is eroding moral values in advanced countries. The 
author directs a welfare society for destitute children at Bandra in Bombay, 
and leads meditation centres outside India. 

□ Rev. Swami Gitanandaji, senior Swami of the Ramakrishna Mission, Belur 
Math, writes with much feeling on the motherhood of god as manifested 
in the holy mother. His article reveals to the devotees of Sri Sarada Devi, 
her spiritual power and loving divine nature which she often kept hiddden 
behind her outward appearance of innocence and simplicity. 

Q Prof. S. Srinivasachar, of Mysore, with an eye to history and archaeology, 
looks into the annals of antiquity to bring to light the evolution of worship 
of THE MOTHER goddess. His scholarly essay gives an idea of the existence 
of the Mother Goddess in one form or another throughout Indian history. 
The author was for some years an archaeologist and also Editor and Chief 
Editor of Government of India Publications. He teaches at the Ramakrishna 
Mission Institute of Moral and Spiritual Education in Mysore. 

Q the secret teachings of christ is a brilliantly written article unearthing 
the treasure contained in the early Gnostic Gospels. The author casts illumina- 
tion on hitherto little known facts of early Christian history and the original 
teachings of Christ. Pravrajika Brahmaprana is a nun of the Sarada Convent, 
Vedanta Society of Southern California, at Santa Barbara, U.S.A. 



“One no more hears nowadays of rigid austerities as of old... Vedanta 
cannot be understood except through austerities. 



— Swami Turiyananda 




EDITORIAL 



Mother— Immanent And 
T r anscendental 

One makes fascinating discoveries on going 
through the different researches and views 
propounded by the scholars on the worship 
of the Mother-Goddess — be they anthropo- 
logical, psychological or of anthroposophy. 
Typically, the historians base their research 
on the most complete archaeological and 
iconographical clues available, and together, 
after considering early historical references, 
draw up their hypotheses. Thus fortified 
they set forth an approximate historical 
chronology and state that the Mother-God- 
dess was dominant in the particular culture. 

In almost all ancient cultures, modem 
history tells, the Mother-deity was in vogue 
in one form or another. Writing about the 
early period of India’s culture, Prof. A. L. 
Basham says: 

Mother goddesses were worshipped at all times in 
India, but between the days of the Harappa culture 
and the Gupta period the cults of goddesses 
attracted little attention from the learned and 
influential, and only emerged from obscurity to a 
position of real importance in the Middle Ages, 
when feminine divinities, theoretically connected 
with the gods as their spouses, were once more 
worshipped by the upper classes. The goddess was 
the sakti, the strength or potency of her male 
counterpart. It was thought that the god was 
inactive and transcendent, while his female element 
was active and immanent... i 

Anthropologists have a different postulate 
on the origin and prevalence of the Mother- 
goddess. When early man was still in his 
very primitive phase, it dawned, faintly in 
the beginning, that he was bound in indis- 
soluble unity with the rest of nature. Early 

!• A. L. Basham, The Wonder That Was 
India (London; Fontana Books, 1975) page 313. 



man perhaps became objectively aware that 
he was utterly dependent on the fruits and 
plants and animals which sustained him. In 
the Paleolithic Age, man worshipped those 
as deities of Nature. Gradually, he ascribed 
more powers and intelligence to them, projec- 
ted from his own self-awareness, and they 
became totems — animal spirits, but their 
powers supernatural. 

In the second, or neolithic stage, early 
man gradually mastered the arts of tilling 
the ground, pottery and weaving. His image 
of himself was also growing. He began to 
give his gods human forms, or half-animal- 
half-human, and to manufacture clay images 
of them and worship them. In many of the 
prehistoric civilizations, idols of gods were 
made of clay. The Harappa culture of the 
Indus Valley was no exception. After the 
discovery of metal, clay idols were replaced 
by metal ones. Each community had in 
later times its own sacred animals and plants. 
The early Greeks, Persians, Egyptians, 
Babylonians, Indians, Chinese and others 
invoked the protection and creative powers 
of the animistic gods and erected temples 
for them. Domestication of animals and 
growing competence to survive in a hostile 
environment, along with the advance of tool- 
making technology, enhanced the self-image 
of the ancient peoples. This led to more 
powerful, but still anthropomorphic concep- 
ions of the gods. Among the polytheistic 
cultures, naturally, those anthropomorphic 
deities became divided into male and female. 
Anthropologists put forward that the worship 
of God as Mother or Father was greatly 
influenced by the structure of the ancient 
social organization, whether it was matri- 
archal or patriarchal. In the matriarchy the 
greatest authority was with the mother, so 
in the early religious thought, the Deity was 
also a Mother, and in family and society She 





